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Executive Summary 

As Woodville’s first sustained effort at planning the future of the community since the 1970’s, this plan 

establishes crucial direction for the future development of the community and provides the basis for 

implementation actions required to fulfill the plan vision. Implementation actions include adoption of 

the Woodville Preservation and Development Code, adoption of the International Building Code, 
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administrative provisions and a variety of other measures which will require community initiative and 

investment that advance the public health, safety and general welfare of the community.  

The actions required to establish this plan with the authority of municipal law are set forth in Section 

171-1 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 as annotated and consist of the following:  

1. Hold a public hearing on the plan and the proposed implementation ordinance(s) advertised 15 days 

prior to the hearing; The public hearing may be held before the Planning Committee, the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen or both; 

2. The Planning Committee shall make a recommendation for action to the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen; 

3. After the hearing and after recommendation has been made the Mayor and Board of Aldermen adopt 

the plan and implementing ordinances; 

4. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen appoint a Planning Commission;  

5. The Planning Commission may then begin implementing the plan according to its recommendations 

and duties prescribed in the Preservation and Development Code; 

6. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen must make provisions for appropriately staffing for 

administration. 

The Planning Process 

The Town of Woodville exercises authority granted by the state under Title 17, Chapter 1, of the 

Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, in the interpretation, administration and evaluation of the 

Comprehensive Plan. Consistent with Title 17, Chapter 1, land development within the incorporated area 

of Woodville’s municipal jurisdiction should be consistent with an adopted comprehensive plan and all 

planning initiatives and regulations enacted or amended should be consistent with the plan. 

This section of the code also defines the comprehensive plan as follows: 

“Comprehensive Plan,” a statement of public policy for the physical development of the entire 

municipality or county adopted by resolution of the governing body, consisting of the following 

elements at a minimum:  

i. Goals and objectives for the long-range (twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) years) development of 

the county or municipality. Required goals and objectives shall address residential, commercial and 

industrial development; parks, open space and recreation; street or road improvements; public 

schools and community facilities.  

ii. A land use plan which designates in map or policy form the proposed general distribution and 

extent of the uses of land for residences, commerce, industry, recreation and open space, public/ 
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quasi-public facilities and lands. Background information shall be provided concerning the 

residential densities; intensity of commercial uses; industrial and public/quasi-public uses, 

projections of population and economic growth for the area encompassed by the plan may be the 

basis for quantitative recommendations for each land use category. 

iii. A transportation plan depicting in map form the proposed functional classifications for all 

existing and proposed streets, roads and highways. Functional classifications shall consist of 

arterial, collector and local streets, roads and highways, and these classifications shall be defined on 

the plan as to minimum right-of-way and surface width requirements. All other forms of 

transportation pertinent to the local jurisdiction shall be addressed as appropriate. The 

transportation plan shall be a basis for a capital improvements program. 

iv. A community facilities plan as a basis for a capital improvements program including, but 

not limited to, the following: housing; schools; parks and recreation; public buildings and facilities; 

and utilities and drainage. 

The development of a sound Comprehensive Plan is a process conducted over time. The essential steps 

involve investigating background data of a community to understand the development patterns and 

trends at work, engaging in the development of goals and objects for the community, and designing 

the future of the community to meet those goals and objectives. The table above illustrates the process 

as it occurs under the headings of Data, Design, Direction and Determination. This process was used 

to develop the Woodville Comprehensive Plan.   
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Past Planning Efforts 

The sole prior planning effort discovered in Woodville is The Woodville Plan adopted by the 

Woodville  

-Wilkinson County Planning Commission in 1971. The plan, which is on file at the Woodville Town 

Hall, is an example of a “HUD 701 Plan”. The 701 program of the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban Development was established as part of the Housing and Community Development 

Act of 1954 (40 USC 461). As late as 1975, the HUD 701 program spent $100 million per year, paying 

as much as two-thirds of the costs of an “ongoing comprehensive planning process” required of all grant 

recipients. 

The program, intended to make the benefits of local planning available to all communities became 

the target of criticisms including a belief the program’s administrative requirements unnecessarily 

raised planning costs, that plans were stereotypical, filled with boilerplate text, and plans were often 

overly elegant for their contexts. The 701 program was ended in the mid 1970’s . The 1971 

Woodville plan is a prime example of 

a “701 Plan” featuring a mixture of 

what now can be judged as very 

practical and needed efforts, such as 

downtown and neighborhood 

preservation, and the very elegant but 

impractical idea of a four mile 

greenbelt parkway surrounding the 

community. No implementation 

measures related to the 1971 plan 

were adopted, and consequently the 

Plan was powerless to produce 

meaningful change in the community.   

Changes In Planning Practice  

Throughout the history of modern city 

planning it has been necessary to 

reproduce extensive population, 

economic and other data that was not 

readily available to decision makers 

as they considered a community’s 

future. Today, overwhelming amounts 

of data are available via the internet directly from primary sources such as the Census Bureau. This data 

is frequently organized and packaged by local agencies and represented in a manner that renders much 

of the former detailed data reproduction unnecessary. Where pages of data once provided a substantial 

amount of plan content, this data can now be summarized and primary sources cited.  

This is also the case with mapping. With services such as Google Earth, Bing Maps, and many online 

Geographic Information Systems available, geographic based inquiry into a community becomes 
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exceptionally simple.  Map efforts can now be concentrated on producing geographic information that 

serves to support key planning values and policy provisions of plans.  

Yet the need to review key data has not been totally eliminated. Where data illustration serves to re- 

inforce or support major planning ideas it is still be necessary to present the data so that conclusions 

from data analysis may be clearly illustrated. Sound judgment must be used on the part of the planner to 

determine what should be included and what should be excluded. However, because less effort overall is 

needed for data collection and, in many cases, analysis, more attention may be given to developing the 

planning principles and the development intent of a community.  

Such is the case with the Woodville Town Plan. While key data has been summarized and reviewed, a 

much greater focus and effort has been placed on the establishment of Woodville’s development goals 

and objectives and their corresponding implementation measures. These values, as they have been 

developed, are first expressed in the Woodville Vision Statement and are used to guide the future design 

of the community, the way in which it will be regulated and the initiatives the City will undertake to 

achieve its vision. With this background in mind, primary community developmental indicators are 

summarized in the following sections.  

Community Participation and Engagement 

Community engagement is the process of building relationships with people who have a significant 

interest in the common future of a community and discerning their hopes, dreams and concerns for the 

future. One of the characteristics of a highly effective community planning process is meaningful 

community participation and engagement. To be truly reflective of community aspirations, multiple 

modes of access to the planning process should be provided to the broadest possible spectrum of 

citizens. The process of community engagement seeks this information from the broadest possible 

spectrum of people as efficiently and effectively as possible. It is a vital element in plan making. Plans 

formulated without sound community engagement run the risk of overlooking critical community 

concerns or serving narrow rather than communitywide interests.   

The community engagement process for the Woodville Town Plan consisted of four major components. 

First, a project web site, www.Woodvilleplan.wordpress.com was developed to make the planning 

project readily available via internet access.  
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Project Web Site Home Page 

Woodville, Mississippi Town Plan - 2012 -2032 

Secondly, a survey of community development needs and attitudes was developed to gain detailed input 

from anyone who wished to access this input method. The survey was widely distributed by electronic 

means throughout the community, marketed to the contacts available through the Woodville Main Street 

organization and through Planning Committee contacts. The survey was also promoted through the local 

newspaper, The Woodville Republican. Detailed results of the survey are found in the appendix of this 

plan.  

Thirdly, a community wide meeting was held in which all citizens were invited to participate. The 

community meeting made available specific background information and was designed to solicit broad 

input into planning goals and objectives.  

Finally, the a community planning committee was established to provide more in-depth feedback on 

community vision and goals and to oversee the planning process. This committee, appointed as the 

Planning Committee, was selected by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen from throughout the 

community from a variety of backgrounds. Members are known for their interest and concern for the 

future of Woodville. The Planning Committee has served the role of overseeing, guiding, directing, 

reviewing and formulating recommendations related to both the processes and product s of this planning 

initiative.  

Woodville Community Meeting 
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The Woodville Planning 

Committee sponsored a 

community open house and 

meeting on the planning 

project on the afternoon 

and evening of July 24, 

2012. The meeting was 

marketed widely 

throughout the community 

through the Main Street 

Organization, the 

Woodville Republican and 

through local contacts. A 

variety of background 

information and data was 

presented at the meeting information and is included in this plan.  

Participants were engaged in feedback conversations on reactions to data and findings presented as well 

as interviewed for their aspirations and potential of the community. Participants also posted responses 

to specific questions about Woodville. Conversations and responses were documented by summary 

with the following results:   
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Woodville Public Open House Comments  

    July 24, 2012 

Where will Woodville grow 

residentially? 

• Needs zoning codes/Yes! 

• Along the perimeter  

• Bypass 

• If vacant property is cleaned, apartments could go in some 

residential areas 

Where will Woodville grow 

commercially? 

• Architectural committee to approve types of buildings coming in 

• Bypass 

• Should be approved by zoning areas 

• Hwy 61S 

Where will Woodville’s industries 

go? 

• Industries will locate in areas on the fringe (not downtown for 
sure) 

• South 

• Industrial park (2) 

Other Comments—Land Use? • Trade school needs classes in truck driving and trades 

o A/C, HVAC 
o Carpentry 

o Plumbing 

• Town safety officer/inspector 

• Truck traffic—dust, volume and safety if oil energy develops 

What is your favorite part of 

Woodville? 

• Historical homes—Mississippi town 

• Courthouse Square 

• Downtown 

• The Courthouse Square 

• Square 

• I love old churches and homes 

What types of businesses would 

you like to see in Woodville? 

• Service Companies and lodging  

• Homes 

• Restaurants (franchises) 

• Movie theater 

• Lodging 

• RV park for hunters and snowbirds near Wilkinson County Park 

• Hardware 

• Evening dining 

• Lodging 
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What types of businesses would 

you like to see in Downtown 

Woodville? 

• Sidewalk café 

• Deli 

• Gyms 

• Evening café—sit down not drive-in 

• Businesses 

• Some retail 

• Hardware with paint and lumber 

• Shoe, dress and clothing shops 

• No all-day parking around square 

• Restaurants 

• Gym/Curves 

• Dress shop 

• I would like to see dress shops and shoe storesWoodville, 

Mississippi Town Plan - 2012 -2032 
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How can downtown be 

improved? 

•  

•  

•  

I would love to see greenery—trees, flower, more grass 
and brick work More landscaping 

Flowers 

 •  Different type street light 

 •  More emphasis on historic preservation 

 •  Embrace tourism 

 •  One-way road around courthouse (2) 

 •  New business should be mixed with the old 

Other—Business Development 

and Downtown? 

•  

•  

Parking around courthouse awful!  Parking spaces too short 
for pick-up trucks of today 

No drunks walking streets all day 

 •  Need parking meters 

 •  Landscaping around courthouse square 

What do you like about your 

neighborhood? 

•  

•  

Everything within walking distance 

New stop signs the restricted traffic flow 

How would you improve your 

neighborhood? 

• •

 •
  

•  

Deal with tall grass 

Better lighting 

Tear down dilapidated homes 

Eliminate junk cars 

 •  Add zoning requirements (3) 

 •  Add a park 

 •  Repair streets and drainage (2) 

 •  Clean up unkempt properties 

What type of housing is needed? •  Better standards for manufactured housing/Zoning (4) 

 •  Condos/Apartments 

Woodville Planning Committee Meetings 

Meeting Date Substance of Meeting 
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A previously noted, the Town of Woodville 

established a Planning Committee to guide the 

planning project. The Committee served to filter 

and interpret community response, provide 

fundamental direction and determine key 

strategies as issues and ideas emerge 

 

Discovery -  

The Unique Community of 

Woodville 

  

March 19 Overview of Planning Process 

Recommend engagement of  

Consultant 

July 26 Review background data, 

results of community meeting, 

set key direction 

October 2 Review draft plan to date 
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Environmental and Geographic Context 

Woodville, Mississippi lies in the extreme 

southwest portion of Mississippi and serves as 

the county seat of Wilkinson County. The 

borders of Wilkinson County our formed by the 

Homochitto  

River, which separates it from Adams and 

Franklin Counties to the north and northeast, the 

Mississippi River on the West, the State of 

Louisiana to the south and Amite County to the 

east. 

The county encompasses an area of 667 square 

miles, or 426,880 acres. About 80 square miles 

of the western side of the county consists of 

level delta lands. With the exception of the 

valleys along the Homochitto and Buffalo 

Rivers and the creek bottoms, the remainder of 

the county consists of rolling to hilly uplands, 

dissected by innumerable drainage lines. The 

general elevation of the uplands is between 300 

and 400 feet above sea level. The Town of 

Woodville sits in the approximate geographic 

center of the county.  

Historic Origins of Woodville and Wilkerson 

County 

Wilkinson County was officially established 

January 30, 1802, during the administration of 

Gov.  

W.C.C. Claiborne, and was the fifth county to be established in the Mississippi Territory. It was named 

for General James Wilkinson, in command of the United States troops during the early territorial era of 

Mississippi.  

This historic region composed the southern part of the old Natchez District, and contained some of the 

earliest settlements in the State. During the latter part of the eighteenth century, several large settlements 

had been made in Wilkinson County, along the Homochitto River, Buffalo Bayou and in the vicinity of 

the Mississippi River. Virtually all the interior of present day Mississippi was at this time in the sole 

possession of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians. Many of these early settlers were Anglo-Americans, 

and some were of Spanish and French descent, due to the successive occupancy of the region by France, 

England and Spain. Others had emigrated to the district from the United States after the close of the 

Revolutionary war, under the inducements held out by the Spanish authorities.  

After the treaty of San Lorenzo in 1795 many more came from the Carolinas and Georgia. The census 

of 1810 shows that Wilkinson had attained a population of 5,068, and by 1837 it had a total 

population of nearly 13,000, including slaves. The year after General Wilkinson came to Natchez, in 

the summer of 1798, he erected a military post at the first highland point on the Mississippi, a few 
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miles above the Spanish line of demarcation, and called it “Fort Adams.” Shortly thereafter, the seat 

of justice was moved to the present county site of Woodville, which was incorporated in 1811.  

Woodville is situated in the south central part of the county at the terminus of the Bayou Sara and 

Wood- 

ville branch of the Y. & M. V. railroad. This old railroad is noteworthy as one of the first railroads to be 

built in the United States, and is the oldest line in Mississippi. It was incorporated by Woodville citizens 

in 1831, under the name of The West Feliciana Railroad Company. 

The People of Woodville 

Like many older communities sustained by industries that have left or are in decline, Woodville has 

lost population in recent decades.  Most of those leaving have been young adults and families with 

children raising the median age of the town by 10 years from just over 30 in 1990 to more than 40 in 

2010.  As the population has aged, the ratio of men to women 

has increased and the number of whites has decreased.   

Moving into or out of a place is referred to by the US Census as 

“migration.”  In-migration means that people are moving into 

an area.  Out-migration means the opposite, that people are 

moving out of an area.  If the trend in population out-migration 

in Woodville continues, Woodville could lose almost 15% more 

in population by 2030.  Job development of suffiicient levels in 

Woodville and WIlkinson County could  slow or end out-

migration,  Woodville could gain slightly in population due to 

births, or what the US Census refers to as “natural increase.”  If 

new industries attract people to Woodville even in modest 

amounts the population could increase even more. 

The Economy of Woodville 

Business and industrial enterprise in Woodville is mostly made 

up of small establishments. The 2007 Economic Census 

recorded that 91% of all industries located within zip code 

39669 had fewer than 20 employees. More than 60% had fewer 

than five.   

Retail sales offer another measure of economic activity in 

Woodville. Unadjusted retail sales climbed from $219,658 in 

2001 to $309,732 a decade later. When adjusted for inflation, 

2001 retail sales would equate to $279,150, indicating a real 

gain in retail activity of $30,582. 

Within the retail sector, however, there is a lot of leakage of  
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Woodville dollars. Leakage simply means that Woodville cit- izens are traveling outside of 

Woodville to make purchases. Industry groups where significant leakage is occurring include 

automobile dealers, clothing stores, electronics, and specialty food stores. 

Significant leakage indicates that there is a market for these businesses 

in Woodville and, if the retail dollars spent is high enough, that the town 

could support businesses in these categories. 

While population is declining, income is not.  Household, family and per 

capita income increased from 2000 to 2010 and is projected to continue 

to increase through 2015.  However, the projected increase from 2010 to 

2015 is expected to be modest compared to increases recorded in the 

previous decade.  

There are currently no industrial employers in Woodville.  

Tourism 

Because of a concentration of historic resources in and around 

Woodville, and the existing base of tourism activity, a summary of the 

potential impact of additional tourism activity is important. The recently 

opened Mississippi Welcome Station on Highway 61 offers a significant 

opportunity to market the historic attractions of Woodville and increase 

economic activity. A summary analysis indicated that a 30 percent 

capture rate of the estimated 72,000 to 96,000 visitors per year, with an 

average local expenditure of $50 would add $1,260,000 to the local economy and $6,000 in sales tax.  

Estimated Impact of Increased Tourism 

Estimated Visitors per month 6,000 to 8,000 

Estimated Annual Visitors  72,000 to 96,000 

Rate of diversion trips to Woodville 30 Percent  

Average Expenditure per diverted trip $50 

Added sales to local economy $1,200,000 

Added Sales Tax to local government $16,000 

Source: Consultant Analysis 

 

Potential Impact of Petroleum Industry 

Wilkinson County is currently being impacted by significant exploration and development of petroleum 

resources related to shale. Woodville lies in the Tuscaloosa Shale Formation. Should the petroleum 

resources prove viable, substantial economic, job growth and population impacts will occur. While it is 

too early to determine the success of these exploratory efforts, the scale of potential petroleum impacts 

on population and jobs is assessed in the following table based on data for the Eagle Ford petroleum 

development in south Texas.  

Potential Petroleum Impacts on Population and Job Creation 

Optimum driving distance to well 
15 mile radius of Woodville (225 

Square Miles) 

Total Retail Sales for 

Woodville 

2001 $            219,658.00  

2002 $            226,255.00  

2003 $            229,193.00  

2004 $            259,423.00  

2005 $            257,934.00  

2006 $            281,574.00  

2007 $            298,129.00  

2008 $            303,387.00  

2009 $            338,246.00  

2010 $            329,559.00  

2011 $            309,732.00  

Source: Mississippi 

Department of Revenue 
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Number of Potential Wells at 3 per 

squ. mile 
775 

Jobs Created per well 105 direct and indirect  

Ratio of transient to permanent 

jobs 
9 to 1 

Potential Permanent Jobs 7000+ 

Source: Eagle Ford Housing Study, Universtiy of Texas 

Existing Land Use and Transportation 

Development patterns as displayed in Woodville’s existing land use were surveyed to establish the 

current development state of the community in more detail. The results of the survey are graphically 

displayed on the Existing Land Use Map. The amount of land use in each of the surveyed categories is 

shown in the existing land use table. Land use was surveyed for the following categories: 

• Agricultural 

• Downtown Commercial 

• Highway Commercial 

• Neighborhood Commercial 

• Office 

• Parks 

• Public/Semi Public   

• Industrial 

• Low Density Residential 

• Multiple Family Residential 

• Manufactured Housing 

• Vacant 

The geographical area of Woodville covers one square mile or 640 acres. Of its 640 acres, 43 acres is 

used as commercial land, or just under seven percent of total land area. The downtown area comprises  

 Land Use Acreage Percentage 

Agricultural 179 28.0% 

Vacant 112 17.4% 

Downtown Commercial 8 1.2% 

Highway Commercial 29 4.6% 

Neighborhood Commercial 6 0.9% 

Industrial 3 0.4% 

Low Density Residential 205 31.9% 

Manufactured Housing 65 10.2% 

Multiple Family 3 0.4% 

Office 4 0.7% 

Park 1 0.2% 

Public/Semi Public 26 4.1% 

Total Area 640 100.0% 

Source: Orion Planning Group, July 2012  
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eight acres of that total. According to 

 Agricultural the American Planning 

Association’s PAS Memo “Land Use 

Ratios” of 1992, the latest available 

study, ten percent of the average small 

city’s land area is devoted to 

commercial use. Agricultural and 

residential lands make up the vast 

majority of Woodville’s land use 

pattern with 451 acres or 70 percent of 

the Town’s area. There are 112 acres 

of vacant land in Woodville, much of 

which is undevelopable due to 

topography or other constraints.  

Woodville’s transportation system is 

dominated by Mississippi Highway 24 and U.S. Highway 61. The intersection of these two highways 

is dominated by auto oriented businesses, retail and food services. These commercial sites are 

characterized by franchise building styles, large parking lots and little to distinguish the intersection 

area from other small towns in the area.  

By contrast, a second commercial 

node forming Woodville’s 

downtown is accessed to the west 

of U.S. Highway 61 on Mississippi 

Highway 24. This node forms the 

geographic center of the 

community and contains a 

concentration of its historic 

resources. This area displays 

abundant community character and 

serves as the heart of the 

community. From these primary 

arterials radiates a series of streets 

arranged in the pattern serving 

local traffic. Depot Street and 

Natchez Street serve as minor 

arterials to the community. 

Pedestrian movements are 

facilitated by a series of sidewalks in the 

downtown area. Beyond the downtown 

area, there are few sidewalks and 

sidewalks do not exist in the extremities 

of the community.   

An examination of traffic counts indicates twenty-eight percent higher average daily traffic near 

downtown than on U.S. Highway 61.  

Agricultural  

Downtown  
Commercial  

Highway  
Commercial  

Industrial  

Low Density  
Residential  

Manufactured  
Housing  

Multiple Family  
Neighborhood  

Commercial  

Office  
Park  

Public/Semi  
Public  

Vacant  

Not Yet Classified  
Downtown  
Commercial  
Highway  
Commercial  
Industrial   

Low Density  
Residential  
Manufactured  
Housing  
Multiple Family   

Neighborhood  
Commercial  
Office   

Park   

Public/Semi Public   

Vacant   
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Housing  

Woodville’s housing is unique and varied by neighborhood, ranging from traditional stick built two 

story structures on a single lot to single wide trailers 

and manufactured homes in trailer parks.  Most of 

the town has well-established residential areas.   

In 2000, Woodville had 562 total housing units, of 

which 476 were occupied.  By 2010, the town had a 

decreased supply of total stock and occupied units:  

518 total units, including 442 occupied units. 

The Housing Status Table presents a snapshot of the 

housing status based on the 2010 Census. 

Approximately 70 percent of the occupied units are 

owner-occupied and 30 percent is renter-occupied, 

which is close to average on a national basis.  This 

percent split has remained relatively consistent 

since 1990, as is seen in the graphic displaying 

housing tenure, although there was a slight decrease 

in the percent of owner occupied units between 

2000 and 2010.   

What is unusual is the very high number of vacant units in the town: 76 units. Only 11 of those units 

were available to own or rent.  The end result is over 12 percent of the town’s total housing stock is 

vacant and not on the market to purchase or rent.   

Housing Status 2010  

Total 518 

Occupied 442 

Owner-occupied 311 

Population in owner-occupied 786 

Renter-occupied 131 

Population in renter-occupied 295 

Households with individuals under 18 132 

Vacant 76 

Vacant: for rent 7 

Vacant: for sale 4 

Source:   US Bureau of the Census, 2010 Census  
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The town’s housing supply includes a substantial number of 

pre-1976 manufactured homes that are not on permanent 

foundations or skirted, as well as older wood-frame houses 

that are in serious disrepair.  Some of these units are vacant; 

however, quite a few of these substandard units are occupied 

which creates a significant safety and health issue for the 

community.   

In 2000, Woodville had 476 occupied units.  Mobile homes 

represented nearly one-fourth of all occupied units.  The 

largest category of housing type by far was the single family 

detached unit, which includes wood frame houses that are 

occupied by one household or family. Single family 

detached units comprised 70 percent of the town’s occupied 

housing. Detailed housing statistics for 2010 are not 

available, although it is assumed that the housing stock has remained the same as was found in 2000. 

Comparing the years 1990 and 2010, Woodville has experienced a decrease in total housing units from 

593 total units in 1990 to 518 units in 2010. This is a decrease of 75 units, although it is unknown what 

condition the units were in that were removed from the housing stock.   At the same time, there has been 

a continued trend of high numbers of vacant units found in the town.  This is significant because 

uninhabited (and particularly uninhabitable) units can detract from the rest of the neighborhood due to 

their appearance and lack of upkeep.  They can become a safety and fire hazard, and they can have a 

negative impact on surrounding property values. 

Community Character and Design 

One of the most important ways a community can convey a sense of quality, stability and satisfaction is 

through its appearance and in the elements it requires to be included in its streetscapes, commercial 

districts and neighborhoods such as excellent site design, landscaping, and architectural design. For the 

purposes of this plan, the Town of Woodville can be divided into two essential character areas in order 

to assess community appearance. The historic core of the town comprises one of these character areas, 

and the more recently developed areas along 

U.S. Highway 61 make up the second. When 

categorized in this manner, community 

appearance and design can be more readily 

evaluated and assessed.  

Historic Areas 

A large portion of the Town of Woodville is 

contained within the Woodville Historic District. 

The area is governed by the Woodville 

Preservation Commission which seeks to 

preserve the historic significance of the area 

through a process of issuing certificates of 

appropriateness for construction and 
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rehabilitation activities in the district and the Town of Woodville is recognized as a Certified Local 

Government. The Secretary of the Interior has issued preservation standards which Woodville seeks to 

enforce in its preservation program.  Tese standards are found in the column to the right.  

Beyond the Historic District 

The commercial character area outside the historic parts of 

Woodville is found along Highway 61 and exhibits the 

typical characteristics of commercial development along 

any significant highway intersection. Buildings are mostly 

of company or franchise design. Sites contain little 

landscaping and the businesses are almost exclusively 

designed to accommodate automobiles. There is little in 

this area to indicate that some of the most significant 

historic resources in the South are located just beyond the 

scenes of generic development.  

In considering the future of Woodville, quality of life and 

business development can be significantly enhanced by the 

application of reasonable design standards that convey a 

sense of quality and concern about design matters, 

working to enhance the overall character of the 

community. Aside from appearance, these standards can 

promote other aspects of development policy such as 

alternative modes of transportation (accounting for bicycle 

and pedestrian modes), sustainable environmental 

practices through landscaping, street trees and alternative 

drainage 

provisions and traffic safety.    

Secretray of the Interior’s Standards 

for Historic Preservation 

1. A property will be used as it was historically, or 
be given a new use that maximizes the retention of 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial 
relationships. Where a treatment and use have not been 
identified, a property will be protected and, if necessary, 
stabilized until additional work may be undertaken. 

2. The historic character of a property will be 
retained and preserved. The replacement of intact or 
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a 
property will be avoided. 

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical 
record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic 
materials and features will be physically and visually 
compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and 
properly documented for future research. 

4. Changes to a property that have acquired 
historic significance in their own right will be retained 
and preserved. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and 
construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a property will be preserved. 

6. The existing condition of historic features will 
be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of 
intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires repair or limited replacement of a distinctive 
feature, the new material will match the old in 
composition, design, color, and texture. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if 
appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic 
materials will not be used. 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and 

preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 

mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
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Design and Direction -  

The Plan Elements 
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Plan Elements 

The following section sets out the population growth forecast and major elements of the WoodvilleTown 

Plan. The plan elements are focused on Land Use, Economic Development, Community Facilities, 

Community Character and Design and Housing. The plan comprehensively addresses these elements 

creating a guide for future development decisions and a vision of what Woodville can become. 

Population Forecast 

Three population forecasts were developed to 

respond to potential future conditions in the Town 

of Woodville. Population forecasts were 

calculated by examining the births and deaths 

over the last decade and comparing the population 

in the year 2000 to the year 2010. Based on the 

change in population and knowing the rate of 

natural increase, a rate of migration was 

determined. These calculations resulted in an out-

migration rate of 1.6 percent annually and .8 

percent rate of natural increase. Forecasting the 

population under current conditions, population 

decline can be expected from 1096 in the year 2010 to 937 in the year 2035. The two additional 

scenarios forecast were the ending of out- migration and inducing a slight in-migration rate resulting in 

potential populations of 1290 and 1397 for each case respectively over the 2010 population of 1096.  

Population Forecasts 
Woodville, Mississippi 

2010 – 2030 

 Current Conditions (1.6%  
Annual Out-migration, .8% 

Natural Increase) 

Ending Out-

migration .4% Annual In-migration 

2010 1096 1096 1096 

2015 1054 1142 1165 

2020 1013 1189 1237 

2025 975 1239 1315 

2030 937 1290 1397 

Source: Based on analysis of birth and death statistics of the Mississippi Department of Health conducted 

OPG 

Goals, Objectives and Actions 

Land Use 

Goal:  Ensure the appropriate use of land in Woodville. 

Objective:  Designate and implement appropriate use of land for every parcel in Woodville.  
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Action 1. Implement future land use areas for highway commercial; downtown commercial mixed  

use; low, medium and high density residential; and industrial development. 

Action 2. Create policies to guide development and redevelopment within future land use categories. 

Action 3. Create a simple, small town land development code based upon the planning goals and 

objectives and plan policies including the future land use map. 

Action 4. Standardize the land development process by creating more uniform lot sizes and siting 

standards. 

Action 5. Create standards for downtown rehabilitation and development and preservation of historic 

properties. 

Action 6. Establish a planning commission and designate appropriate staff to administer a land 

development code and to oversee implementation of this plan. 

Objective:  Identify appropriate locations for quality manufactured housing within the residential 

zoning category. 

Action 7. Designate appropriate areas and standards for manufactured housing in the land 

development code. 

Action 8. Administer the land development code to upgrade development quality. 

Objective:  Prevent the encroachment of commercial activities that are incompatible with 

residential environments. 

Action 9. Create commercial activity nodes rather than strip commercial development. 

Action 10. Restrict commercial development to the commercial areas designated on the future land 

use map. 

Objective:  Create standards for downtown rehabilitation and development, and preservation of 

historic properties. 

Action 11. Establish a downtown commercial mixed-use district that encourages upper floor housing 

and reserves storefronts for commercial and office uses. 

Action 12. Create a formal local historic preservation overlay district with rehabilitation standards  

Economic Development 

Goal:  Strengthen and grow the local economy, creating broad-based economic opportunity and 

prosperity through job creation related to Woodville’s abundant built and natural resources.   

Objective:  Enhance local shopping by creating visually attractive and distinctive shopping 

districts. 

Action 1. Emphasize landscaping and architectural character in highway commercial areas to create 

an inviting gateway into Woodville through the Land Development Code. 

Action 2. Continue and enhance historic preservation efforts downtown. 
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Objective:  Ensure viable locations for potential industrial developments, particularly those 

associated with the current petroleum related activities. 

Action 3. Delineate appropriate industrial land on the future land use map. 

Action 4. Coordinate the necessary infrastructure—roads, water, sewer, pipelines, etc.—to ensure 

viability of the site for industrial development. 

Objective:  Encourage increased tourism activities. 

Action 5. Support Woodville Main Street and its downtown revitalization efforts including 

programs to provide entrepreneurial training and marketing of the community.   

Action 6. Ensure that key tourist attractions such as the African-American Museum and the 

Wilkinson County Museum are adequately staffed and predictably accessible. 

Action 7. Closely cooperate with the Hospitality Station to attract visitors and tourists downtown. 

Action 8. Create community signage identifying the National Register Historic District and other 

points of interest. 

Action 9. Install attractive wayfinding signage to direct tourists and guests to points of interest 

within the community. 

Action 10. Develop emerging tourism-related activities related to the Mississippi Blues Trail and 

the Audubon Birding Trail. 

Action 11. Work with the Hospitality Station to market Woodville’s downtown core, tourism 

opportunities, walking tour, Historic District, and other offerings for visitors and businesses.   

Action 12. Develop and maintain a comprehensive town website. 

Objective:  Support economic activity related to energy development while protecting 

Woodville’s long term quality of life. 

Action 13. Carefully monitor activity related to the development of petroleum resources to take 

advantage of local economic opportunities. 

Action 14. Apply lessons learned from other small towns that have experienced the highs and lows 

of community economics related to energy development. 

Action 15. Adopt a land development code that is responsive to land uses and activities related to 

the petroleum industry. 

Objective:  Fully support and accommodate economic activity related to outdoor recreational 

activities particularly those associated to hunting and fishing.  

Action 16. Recruit retail and service-related businesses that target the outdoor recreational market. 

Action 17. Use the Deer and Wildlife Festival and similar activities to brand and market 

Woodville as a staging area, or jumping off point, for nearby wildlife activities. 

Community Facilities  
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Goal:  Improve Woodville’s quality of life and economic prospects by improving public 

infrastructure, providing quality parks and preserving key open spaces within town. 

Objective:  Identify and address current and future needs to ensure the availability of public 

infrastructure to support needed growth and development of the town. 

Action 1. Develop and maintain water and sewer master plans that forecast needs and detail a 

conceptual network of infrastructure for the next twenty years. 

Action 2. Ensure that the town has sufficient water capacity to allow the development of higher 

density housing, hotels, and restaurants. 

Action 3. Work with MDOT and Wilkinson County to ensure that the town’s transportation needs 

and community character are considered and addressed in state and county road planning and 

maintenance programs. 

Action 4. Forecast the impacts of oil business and production within the county on the use of US 

Hwy 61 and MS 24 (Main Street) and work with MDOT and Wilkinson County to address these 

impacts, including the possibility of constructing a bypass for MS 24. 

Action 5. Install a traffic light at the intersection of US HWY 61 and MS 24. 

Action 6. Repair, maintain and expand the town’s current network of sidewalks. 

Action 7. Mark bicycle routes and provide bicycle infrastructure where feasible. 

Action 8. Install new crosswalks and upgrade existing crosswalks on US Hwy.  61 and MS 24 to 

provide safe road crossings for pedestrians. 

Action 9. Consider the feasibility of establishing raised, colored, textured crosswalks across Main 

Street in the downtown to provide safe pedestrian crossings and to serve as traffic calming devices. 

Action 10. Evaluate court square parking and traffic flow including the advantages and 

disadvantages of making streets around the Court Square one way, except for Main Street. 

Objective:  Provide quality park and open spaces within the town to address the needs of an active 

community and to mitigate the impacts of increased development. 

Action 11. Implement Parks and Open Space as indicated in this plan.  

Action 12. Upgrade the Natchez Street and Gaylord Street park facilities. 

Action 13. Use open spaces to provide wildlife habitat, reduce flood potential, create development 

buffers, and to reduce noise and dust associated with traffic, industry and development. 

Community Character  

Goal:  Reclaim Woodville’s small town grandeur as a county seat and historic treasure by 

investing in and promoting downtown, preserving historic buildings, eliminating nuisances, and 

providing attractive gateways into town. 
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Objective:  Invest in and promote downtown as the heart of the community, the seat of 

government, and the primary center of town business. 

Action 1. Create and enforce downtown development standards that protect historic integrity, 

reinforce the importance of retail business, and ensure the compatibility of new construction. 

Action 2. Conduct a market study to determine the best way to expand and enrich the business fab- 

ric of downtown. 

Action 3. Create and maintain an inventory of properties and lease spaces in the downtown. 

Action 4. Promote downtown residential development with a focus on upper floor spaces and a limit 

on street level spaces. 

Action 5. Create a downtown parking plan that addresses location, use, number, and size of public 

spaces. 

Action 6. Protect and expand the tree canopy and public landscaping within downtown. 

Action 7. Promote the establishment of regular business hours within the downtown and strive to 

ensure that businesses remain open during key evening and weekend events. 

Action 8. Keep important public buildings and functions downtown, such as the courthouse and local 

government administrative buildings. 

Objective:  Preserve Woodville’s unique past by protecting historic treasures and promoting the 

National Register District. 

Action 9. Using the Secretary of the Interior’s standards, develop guidelines for the rehabilitation 

and restoration of historic properties. 

Action 10. Protect historic properties by adopting an appropriate land development code. 

Action 11. Protect historic neighborhoods and businesses from the encroachment of incompatible 

uses and structures. 

Action 12. Promote the National Register District by creating and installing signage at key 

entryways. 

Objective:  Reestablish Woodville as an attractive place to live, work and play by eliminating 

blight and removing threats to public health and safety. 

Action 13. Adopt a land development code that addresses property maintenance issues to ensure a 

minimum level of safety and appearance of residential and commercial structures. 

Action 14. Adopt a land development code that addresses issues such as high grass and weeds, 

vacant dilapidated homes, junk cars and trash. 

Action 15. Adopt a land development code that addresses clear vision at street and commercial 

driveway intersections such as overgrown or inappropriately placed landscaping, signage and 

fencing.  
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Objective:  Welcome visitors and citizens by creating attractive gateways into town along major 

corridors. 

Action 16. Create residential and commercial gateway districts with land development standards to 

ensure appropriate land use, site development, lighting, signage, and landscaping. 

Action 17. Eliminate nuisances and blight within designated gateway districts. 

Action 18. Establish a conceptual vision for gateways and use that vision to guide their development.  

Housing   

Goal:  Sufficient housing stock to meet the residential needs of current and future Woodville 

citizens. 

Objective:  Provide a mix of housing units that are safe, affordable, and reflective of the 

community’s traditional, historic character. 

Action 1. Adopt and enforce the International Building Code. 

Action 2. Create and adopt a land development code with standards for residential development. 

Action 3. Explore the demand for the development of multi-family housing that addresses the needs 

of senior citizens and also accommodates potential activity related to the oil industry. 

Action 4. Remove dilapidated uninhabited housing units.  

Action 5. Eliminate mobile homes manufactured prior to 1976 through attrition, as these homes were 

not constructed or inspected under the Manufactured Housing Code, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development, and can be a life-safety hazard.   

Action 6. Allow manufactured housing (modular or HUD construction) when it meets siting and 

appearance standards established in a land development code. 

Action 7. Encourage reuse of commercial buildings on Main Street and the Court Square to allow for 

upper floor housing apartments and condominiums.    

Objective:  Encourage safe and nuisance-free neighborhoods that build local pride in the 

community. 

Action 8. Sponsor neighborhood clean-up days and house painting events. 

Action 9. Develop a program to remove abandoned structures. 

Action 10. Adopt a nuisance section of the land development code for removal of junk, overgrown 

weeds and vegetation, and maintaining clear vision triangles at street corners. 

Action 11. Encourage construction of new stick built housing to upgrade Woodville’s housing 

stock by developing financing mechanisms such as revolving loan programs etc. 

Objective:  Consider alternative and short term housing options for visitors and workers. 
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Action 12. Investigate the feasibility of creating a recreation vehicle (RV) park for the traveling 

public, recreationalists, and tourists. 

Action 13. Examine the viability of developing extended stay units for addressing the short term 

housing needs of oil industry employees and area visitors. 

for historic preservation.  

Action 14. Create an online information portal, or town website, that includes land development 

information for residents and developers.  
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Future Land Use and Transportation 

Based on the existing land use in Woodville, and in response to the goals, objectives and actions of this 

plan, future land use is divided into the following categories with their associated characteristics: 

Future Land Use Category Descriptions 

 

Agricultural/Estate Residential -  This future land use category is characterized by  areas of single family lots at least one 

acre in size. Includes existing rural density areas. Agricultural activities and hobby farms are encouraged in these areas.  

 
Downtown/Mixed Use Residential – This future land use category is characterized by a mix of commercial, office, 

public and institutional and residential uses of varying densities of smaller scale design generally less than 10,000 square 

feet. This category generally applies to the town square and its surrounding areas. 

 Highway Commercial - This future land use category is characterized by commercial and office development focused 

primarily on the needs and convenience of motorists, without losing pedestrian access and connection. Residential uses 

are very limited in this area. Highway commercial is situated along arterial roads and can include a mix of auto oriented 

commercial uses or transition into neighborhood commercial and residential areas.    

 
Historic Core - This future land use category is characterized by site and structures exhibiting historic character and 

worthy of preservation, particularly in the original town core.  The areas fall within the review of the Preservation 

Commission 

 

Low Density Residential - This future land use category is characterized by single family housing with urban services at 

densities of up to 4 units per acre.  

 
Medium Density Residential - This land use classification is characterized by development of single-family detached 

dwellings on small lots of at least 5,000 square feet.  This category includes manufactured housing at densities of up to 8 

units per acre. 

 

High Density Residential - This land use category is characterized by the development of apartments or duplexes at 

densities of up to 15 units per acre. 

 
Industrial - This future land use category is characterized by areas for manufacturing, distribution, processing and other 

activities that may have off-site impacts and are generally isolated or buffered from other uses. Sites should have direct 

access to major regional transportation facilities and other required infrastructure. 

The land use categories are depicted on the Future Land Use and Transportation Map and indicate the 

planned future pattern of development in the Town of Woodville in order to achieve its goals. The 

Future Land Use Map provides the basis for administration of the Preservation and Development Code 

that is recommended for adoption by this plan. 

Transportation 
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• The Future Land Use and Transportation Map depicts the future vehicular transportation 

network. No significant new road construction is projected within the Town of Woodville. 

However, there are very specific transportation related improvements planned to improve 

public safety, transportation efficiency and pedestrian movements in and around Woodville.  

• Northern Alternative Route - There is currently a higher average daily traffic count on Main 

Street at the Town Square than at Main Street and Highway 61. Depending on the pace of 

developments within the petroleum industry this traffic will potentially increase, diminishing 

livability in the downtown area. Provision is made on the Future land Use and Transportation 

Map for an alternative truck route to the north of Woodville in unincorporated Wilkinson 

County. This route could relieve the substantial amount of truck traffic currently routed 

through the Town Square area as well as other through traffic. Any such project will require  

appropriate  justification, significant study, partnership with Wilkinson County, and 

substantial funding.  

• Signalization of Highway 24 and Highway 61 – This intersection of a five-lane Federal 

Highway and a three-lane State Highway is controlled by a 4-way stop. The intersection does 

not convey a sense of safety and perception of the many potential movements creates 

uncertainly. Woodville will seek to have this intersection signalized for more orderly, safe 

and efficient traffic flow.  

• Sidewalks and crosswalks – Transportation improvements should include the repair and 

rehabilitation of existing sidewalks. A crosswalk on Main Street should be striped to provide 

for safe pedestrian movements in this highly pedestrian area. 



 

 

 



 

 

Determination -  

Implementing the Plan 
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The matrix below provides a systematic way to identify, assign, and track implementation tasks recommeded y this plan. Woodville should engage in 

an ongoing effort to complete the matrix as implementation tasks are carried out. The implementation matrix is supllemental to the basic 

implementation actions setforth inthe executive summary of this plan. It is recomended that the planning commission regularly review and document 

its progress using this tool.  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Action # Action Statement Outcomes Measures of 

Progress 

Time Frame Potential Partners 

2-3 Work with MDOT and Wilkinson County to ensure that the 

town’s transportation needs and community character are 

considered and addressed in state and county road planning and 

maintenance programs. 

    

2-4 Forecast the impacts of oil business and production within the 

county on the use of US HWY 61 and MS 24 (Main Street) and 

work with MDOT and Wilkinson County to address these 

impacts, including the possibility of constructing a bypass for MS 

24. 

    

2-5 Install a traffic light at the intersection of US HWY 61 and MS 24.     

2-6 Repair, maintain and expand the town’s current network of 

sidewalks.  

   

2-7 Mark bicycle routes and provide bicycle infrastructure where 

feasible. 
    

2-8 Install new crosswalks and upgrade existing crosswalks on US 

Hwy.  61 and MS 24 to provide safe road crossings for 

pedestrians. 

    

2-9 Consider the feasibility of establishing raised, colored, textured 

crosswalks across Main Street in the downtown to provide safe 

pedestrian crossings and to serve as traffic calming devices. 

    

2-10 Evaluate court square parking and traffic flow including the 

advantages and disadvantages of making streets around the 

Court Square one way, except for Main Street. 

    

2-11 Implement Parks and Open Space as indicated in this plan.      



 

 

2-12 Upgrade the Natchez Street and Gaylord Street park facilities.     



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Action # Action Statement Outcomes Measures of 

Progress 

Time Frame Potential Partners 

5-9 Create commercial activity nodes rather than strip commercial 

development. 

    

5-10 Restrict commercial development to the commercial areas 

designated on the future land use map. 
    

5-11 Establish a downtown commercial mixed-use district that 

encourages upper floor housing and reserves storefronts for 

commercial and office uses. 

    

5-12 Create a formal local historic preservation overlay district with 

rehabilitation standards for historic preservation.  

    

5-13 Create an online information portal, or town website, that 

includes land development information for residents and 

developers. 
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Appendix A - Population Projections 
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Appendix B - Web Based Survey Results Woodville Plan  

1. Do you in Woodville or outside of the City Limits? 

 

Response 

  
Percent 

Response 

Count 

Yes, I live in Woodville  35.0% 7 

No, I live outside the City Limits  65.0% 13 

  answered question 20 

  skipped question 0 

i 

5 

2. On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is very low and 10 is very high, how would you rate the 

quality o Woodville? 

Rat 
   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Avera 

 
0.0% 5.0% 5.0% 15.0% 20.0% 15.0% 30.0% 5.0% 0.0% 5.0% 

(0) (1) (1) (3) (4) (3) (6) (1) (0) (1) 

  answered quest 

  skipped quest 
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4. What is Woodville’s greatest community asset? Please list no more than three. 
 

Response 

  
Percent 

Response 

Count 

1. 

  
 100.0% 18 

2. 

  
 83.3% 15 

3. 

  
 61.1% 11 

  answered question 18 

  skipped question 2 

5. Besides your own home, what is the place you love the most in Woodville?) 

 

  
Response 

Count 

  17 

  answered question 17 

  skipped question 3 

    

3 . In a sentence how would you describe Woodville to someone who has never been to the  

community? 

  
Response 

Count 

  18 

  answered question 18 

  skipped question 2 



 

 

2 of 18 

7. Please rank the most important small town growth and development issues in Woodville 

today? 

 Rating Response 
   1 2 3 4 5 6 
 Average Count 

Preserving Woodville's historic  

resources 

5.3% 

(1) 

15.8% 

(3) 

15.8% 

(3) 

31.6% 

(6) 

21.1% 

(4) 

10.5% 

(2) 
3.79 19 

Creating land use codes that guide 

quality growth and development 

36.8% 

(7) 

5.3% 

(1) 

10.5% 

(2) 

10.5% 

(2) 

31.6% 

(6) 

5.3% 

(1) 
3.11 19 

Revitalizing downtown 
11.1% 

(2) 

5.6% 

(1) 

27.8% 

(5) 

16.7% 

(3) 

16.7% 

(3) 

22.2% 

(4) 
3.89 18 

Developing new businesses 
36.8% 

(7) 

5.3% 

(1) 

21.1% 

(4) 

10.5% 

(2) 

26.3% 

(5) 

0.0% 

(0) 
2.84 19 

Housing and neighborhood  

rehabilitation 

5.3% 

(1) 

21.1% 

(4) 

5.3% 

(1) 

15.8% 

(3) 

5.3% 

(1) 

47.4% 

(9) 
4.37 19 

Creating employment opportunities 
5.3% 

(1) 

47.4% 

(9) 

21.1% 

(4) 

15.8% 

(3) 

0.0% 

(0) 

10.5% 

(2) 
2.89 19 

  answered question 19 

  skipped question 1 

6. What is Woodville’s greatest community liability? Please list no more than three. 

 Response Response 

  
 Percent Count 

1. 

  
 100.0% 17 

2. 

  
 82.4% 14 

3. 

  
 82.4% 14 

  answered question 17 
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3 of 18 
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8. Where do you do most of your routine household shopping for yourself or family? 

 Response Response 

  
 Percent Count 

Natchez  30.0% 6 

St. Francisville  5.0% 1 

Woodville  45.0% 9 

McComb   0.0% 0 

Baton Rouge  20.0% 4 

Other   0.0% 0 

  answered question 20 

  skipped question 0 

9. What goods or services to do you travel out of town to purchase most? 

 

  
Response 

Count 

  19 

  answered question 19 

  skipped question 1 

10. Do you think the Town of Woodville will grow in the future? 

  

  

 
Response 

Count 

  
 

20 

  answered question 20 

  skipped question 0 
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4 of 18 

Q3.  In a sentence how would you describe Woodville to someone who has never been to the community? 

1 Woodville is a small southern town with good people seeking to make it Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM financially & 

spiritually. 

2 If you are a wealthy Louisiana deer hunter or an unemployed logger... it's the Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM place to be; if 

you are young, single, ambitious, and have 4 years of college under your belt... it's a black hole. 

 3 very slow paced Jul 30, 2012 11:57 AM 

 4 Woodville is a small, unorganized community. Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

 5 Bedroom community; lots of history; lots of churches. Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

 6 its a nice town, small, not much there Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

 7 Close knit community, with great local people. Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

8 A community where every one knows you, your family and will respond to any Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM need!! 

 9 Small town community where everyone knows one another Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

10 A small southern stop light town between two larger cities about an #) to and Jul 24, 2012 2:03 PM hour away; it 

also has lots of antique shops, a few family owned places to eat, and a Sonic. 

11 It is a quaint, quiet little historic town and a good place to raise a family. Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

12 It is small town living with a large amount of uneducated people as well as a Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM crooked 

elected officials that are elected each year by the uneducated. It is unfortunately a wellfare community. 

13 Quaint Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

14 Town full of friendly people, concerned for out future, but that love their home. Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

15 A quaint town that seems to be stuck in the 1950"s Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

16 The remnants of an old thriving community. Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

17 Close-knit community. simple thinking mostly. Once described to me as "where Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM thousands live 

like millions want to" 

18 Woodville,in the Southwestern corner of Mississippi, is over 200 years old, and Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM you can walk to 

just about wherever you need to go. 

6 of 18 

Q4.  What is Woodville’s greatest community asset?  Please list no more than three. 
 

 1.  

1 Good caring citizens. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 recreational opportunities within the county Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

3 Small Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 
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4 History and Preservation of homes Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

6 Our churches Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

7 History of early settllement and beginning Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 close knit atmosphere Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

9 Historic charm Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

10 People Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

11 Small town living that is safe for the most part Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

12 court house Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

13 Geographic location Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

14 History Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

15 The old homes and courthouse, churches Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

16 historic properties Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

17 PEOPLE Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

18 Businesses are within walking distance. Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

 2.  

1 Physically unique and quaint southern town. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 proximity to Baton Rouge, St. Francisville, and Natchez Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

3 Friendly Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

4 Abundant natural resources Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

6 Our hospitality Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

7 Near natchez or Baton rouge and New Orleans Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 of 18 

Q4.  What is Woodville’s greatest community asset?  Please list no more than three. 
 

8 Convenience of local businesses Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

10 Courthouse Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

11 beautiful land Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 
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13 nature and wildlife Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

15 Rosemont Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

16 sense of community Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

17 CHURCHES Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

18 People Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

 3.  

1 Historically important to Mississippi. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 a select few citizens who truly care about the direction the town is going Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

3 Historic Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

4 Generations of families Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

7 Old Churches with history-Old family roots Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

11 cost of living in low Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

13 history Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

15 The private school Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

17 HISTORY Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

18 Historic District Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

9 of 18 

Q5.  Besides your own home, what is the place you love the most in Woodville?) 
 

 1 Woodville Baptist Church. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

 2 Clark Creek Natural Area (not in Woodville proper but in county) Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

 3 Church Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

 4 Downtown possibilities. Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

 5 my work Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

 6 Woodville Baptist Church and Wilkinson County Park Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 
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 7 My church and Wilkinson County Christain Academy Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 I enjoy Canova's gift shop.  This, for me, is the main go-to place when I'm in 

need of a gift.  Always enjoy browsing and the friendly employees. 

Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

 9 Courthouse square Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

 10 Lewis home Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

 11 Lake Mary, I know that it's outside of Woodville Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

 12 my parents home or friends.. There is nowhere else Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

 13 Lake Mary Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

 14 Lake Mary, the old churches Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

 15 Woodville Baptist Church Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

 16 Woodville Methodist Church Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

 17 Courthouse Square Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

11 of 18 

Q6.  What is Woodville’s greatest community liability?  Please list no more than three. 
 

 1.  

1 Lack  of racial trust and harmony. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 an apathetic populace Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

3 Water Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

4 Infrustructure Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

6 Wilkinson County Sheriff's Department Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

7 declining  buildings with no upkeep Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 poverty Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

9 Crime Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

10 Elected Officials that have been in office way too long Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 
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11 nothing seems to last Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

12 crime Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

13 race relations Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

14 Lack of education Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

15 lack to cash-flow (meaning there isn't enough income) Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

16 lack of jobs Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

17 Blighted houses/buildings Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

 2.  

1 No capacity for expansion due to lack of water. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 lack of professional jobs Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

4 Modern internet Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

7 no jobs to retain young people--no industry Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 no jobs Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

9 No growth potential Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

10 Welfare recipients Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

13 of 18 

Q6.  What is Woodville’s greatest community liability?  Please list no more than three. 
 

12 community division Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

13 job opportunities Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

14 Welfare careers Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

15 ignorance of many Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

16 illegal drugs and crime Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

17 Jobs Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

 3.  

1 Hodge-podge of residential, commercial properties. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

2 subpar school system Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

4 lack of speciality stores for basic needs Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 
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5 nothing Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

7 no hardware or drygoods store Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 losing retail businesses Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

9 Race relations Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 

10 uneducated population Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

12 resistant to change Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

13 education Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

14 Lack of educated of people in public offices Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

15 a really bad public image Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

16 Welfare mentality Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

17 Recreational venues Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

14 of 18 

Q9.  What goods or services to do you travel out of town to purchase most? 
 

 1 Clothes, gifts, fine dining. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

 2 food (restaurant) Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

 3 Clothes Jul 28, 2012 12:18 PM 

 4 clothing, groceries, electronic, salon Jul 28, 2012 12:01 PM 

 5 everything Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

 6 some groceries, clothes and furniture Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

 7 clothing, hardware items no available at C0-0P Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

8 Any major shopping, due to the fact that the options are extremely limited here in 

town. 

Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

 9 Shopping for clothes and furnature and college stuff Jul 24, 2012 2:03 PM 

 10 furniture and appliances Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

 11 All Jul 24, 2012 12:18 PM 
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 12 Groceries, clothes, stuff from Home Depot, going out to restaurants Jul 24, 2012 11:43 AM 

 13 everything Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

 14 bulk items, clothing, sporting goods, hardware and building supplies. Jul 24, 2012 10:22 AM 

 15 everything but groceries Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

 16 Everything, I do buy some of my groceries here. Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 

 17 groceries. however, most are purchased in Woodville Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

 18 Clothing Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

 19 Apparel Jul 22, 2012 10:28 AM 

16 of 18 
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Q10.  Do you think the Town of Woodville will grow in the future? 
 

 1 If the oil industry develops, yes it will grow whether we are ready for it or not. Aug 5, 2012 8:52 PM 

 2 My heart tells me, "Yes"; but my brain tells me, "No". Jul 30, 2012 8:30 PM 

 3 no 
Jul 30, 2012 11:57 

AM 

 4 Yes 
Jul 28, 2012 12:18 

PM 

 5 yes, am very hopeful. 
Jul 28, 2012 12:01 

PM 

 6 no Jul 26, 2012 1:55 PM 

 7 Yes Jul 26, 2012 9:16 AM 

 8 Hopefully.  We need a nice family oriented, Restaurant Jul 26, 2012 3:24 AM 

9 I certainly believe that Woodville has the potential for future growth.  

Hopefully, the residents will be able to support this growth. 

Jul 25, 2012 8:18 AM 

10 it needs to but it wont. have 4 dollar stores and maybe one more is not 

growing we need another place to eat, fast food, or something else. NO 

MORE DOLLAR STORES!!!! 

Jul 24, 2012 2:03 PM 

 11 not really Jul 24, 2012 1:48 PM 

 12 No 
Jul 24, 2012 12:18 

PM 

13 Maybe. Yes if the Oil boom actually pans out. No if no new industry is created 

or moves in. No if WCCA doesn't start to prosper 

Jul 24, 2012 11:43 

AM 

 14 yes but for good or for bad is what worries me 
Jul 24, 2012 10:22 

AM 

15 Yes which is why this process is so important.  There are too many good 

things here that will continue to draw people in.  We must make sure that it 

continues to attract people. 

Jul 24, 2012 10:22 

AM 

 16 no Jul 24, 2012 8:21 AM 

 17 Probably not, too much welfare careers. Jul 23, 2012 7:34 PM 



 

 

18 no. Its been the same for 200 years. Personnally, I dont want growth; I 

want to improve quality of life for the current residence. I it being a small 

town and growth would destroy that. 

Jul 23, 2012 5:56 PM 

 19 Yes Jul 23, 2012 1:08 PM 

 20 Yes 
Jul 22, 2012 10:28 

AM 
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